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VVeetteerriinnaarriiaannss::  
 

Rotorua Largie Vets 
Craig Kusabs 
Fraser Abernethy 
Mathew Fisken 
Patrick Lord 
 

Small Animal Vets 
Edith Brascamp 
Chris McKenzie 
David Barrowman 
Anna Goodman 
 

Reporoa 
Mark Anderson 
Mike Beavon 
 

Ngongotaha 
Rachel Anderson 

 

SSttaaffff  NNeewwss::  
 

Mark has entered the Single speed 

mountain bike world champs 

which are to be held in Rotorua in 

October this year.   

The finishing touches to the 

Rotorua clinic should be 

completed soon and we will be 

moved back into the retail section 

by the time the next newsletter 

gets to you. 
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Page 1:  Preg Testing 

Page 2:  Bulk Milk SCC 
Control 

First we welcome back Patrick Lord.  He was with us last year during 

the summer and has returned from the cold harsh Canadian winter to 

recharge his batteries in the Rotorua sun, play golf, restructure his 

extensive Rotorua property portfolio and also most importantly, help 

us pregnancy test your cows.   

 

Pregnancy testing 

Early pregnancy testing has started for the year.  We are making the 

most of the latest technology in the form of MINDA mobile units.   

The farmers herd records are loaded into the MINDA mobile unit.  

During pregnancy testing the cow that is being scanned has its’ details 

brought up, any AI matings and recorded matings are listed and the 

pregnancy aged to match known dates.  This is best done now as the 

further along in the pregnancy, the more difficult they are to age. 

Early pregnancy diagnosis allows better management planning for any 

possible change in summer climatic conditions and feed planning for 

next year. 

At the same time we can lepto the herd, and you get a 10% discount 

on the leptos vaccination for the cows. 
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Farmers enjoying the Christmas meal. 

Once again the Christmas function was held at the 

River Lodge in Reporoa.  It was well attended again 

this year.  Everyone enjoyed a chance to dress up, 

have a lovely meal and wind down in preparation for 

christmas. 

Management of Bulk Tank Somatic Cell 
Count 

With the falling production levels the BMSCC have 

been rising.    

This can be because less milk is being produced to 

dilute inflammatory cells in the milk.  Other causes 

can be stress on cows and increased levels of 

infection in the udder. 

Management tips to control BMSCC is to dry off 

low producing cows, those with high SCC and low 

body condition score cows. 

By removing these cows it allows better producing 

cows to have greater intakes and they will be able 

to produce more, taking advantage of the modern 

cows ability to partition more feed towards milk. 

Teat spray is critical at this time of the year to 

prevent spread of infection and keep teats in good 

condition. 

Also, it is a good time of year to do bit of home 

work and future planning by reviewing this seasons 

treatment records.  Fonterra have a SCC graph in 

the Production Records section of fencepost 

(www.fonterra.com).  Calculating how many 

heifers had mastitis during the spring, total 

mastitis cases during the year and how long after 

calving they occurred can help us draw conclusions 

about the causes and possible preventative 

techniques that can be implemented for next year.  

We can also estimate levels of mastitis treatments 

from lactation treatments we have sold you. 

Putting some effort into dry cow and preventative 

treatments for the season can have long term 

benefits by lowering the amount of mastitis you 

need to treat next year and lowering the bulk milk 

somatic cell count. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Chris and Loraine Jordon, the 

winners of vet club sign competition.   

TO DO LIST FOR THIS MONTH: 
X Book in pregnancy test 

X Herd lepto vaccinations 

X Mineral testing, prevent any deficiency over 
summer 

X Dry cow consults 

http://www.fonterra.com/

